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Overview of Presentation

• Context
– Location

– Toronto Region Statistical Profile

– Growth - Population and Employment 

– Economic Base Structure

• Current Economy
Economic Indicators
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– Economic Indicators

– Real Estate Market Indicators

– Construction Activity

– Cost Factors

– Labour Force Demographic Profile (Selected Variables)

• City Structure and Pattern of Development in Brampton
– Land-Use Concept 

– Municipal Capital Spending

– Economic Sectors of Opportunity

• Brampton’s Strengths

Location

KeyFACTS

•Brampton is situated in the west 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA), 
approximately 45 kilometres northwest 
of Downtown Toronto. 

•Just north of Lester B. Pearson 
International Airport – Canada’s largest 
international gateway.   

•The West GTA offers the highest 
concentration of industrial activity in
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concentration of industrial activity in 
Canada.   

•The Brampton market is served by 
major 400 series highways, including 
407, 410, 427, 403, and 401.  

•Land area of 266 square kilometres 
approximately the same size as 
Mississauga.

 

Statistical Profile of the GTA

Toronto Region Profile

Population 5,509,874                                        
Land Area km2 5,903                                               
Labour Force 3,074,770                                        
Office Space 160,519,087                                     
Industrial Space 800,468,664                                     
Retail Space 137,625,000                                     
Number of Businesses 167,000                                           
Gross Domestic Product (Billions $CDN) 267$                                                
Retail Sales (Billions $CDN) 58$                                                 
Per Capita Income 35,974$                                           
Average Household Income 87,820$                                           
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Source: Various Sources including Statistics Canada; City of Toronto; Greater Toronto Marketing Alliance, 2007-2008
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Brampton Population and Employment Context

• High Population Growth 
in Brampton

• Rapid growth of 33% increase in 
2001-2006 (or 6.6% per year) 

• Average growth rate of 11,130 
persons/year  between 1976 and 2006 

• 11th most populated City in Canada and 
f C
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the second-fastest growing City 
after Calgary 

• The third-largest City in the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA), after Toronto and 
Mississauga

• Live-work ratio of 2:1 by 2031

133,699

176,101

227,600

2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031

2,503,281

668,549
433,806

261,573 238,866

Toronto Mississauga Brampton Markham Vaughan

Population Comparisons
In the GTA, 2006

Source: City of Brampton

Brampton Economic Base

Economic Base Services-producing Sector (68%)
Goods-producing Sector (32%)

Total Businesses 7,900 (2008)

Total Workforce 148,350(2008)

Major Economic Sub-Sectors Automotive/Aerospace
Retail HQ and Logistics
Information Communication Technology
Food and Beverage
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g
Life Sciences 
Financial and Business Services

National Headquarters in Brampton MDA Space Systems, Maple Lodge Farms, Loblaw 
Companies,HBC, Santa Maria Foods, xpedx, 
Velcro Canada, Bacardi Canada Inc., Brita Canada, 
Italpasta, Atlantis Aerospace, Clorox of Canada, 
Gamma-Dynacare Laboratories, Brampton Brick, 
Mandarin Restaurants 

Major Employers Rogers Communications, Chrysler Canada, Loblaw 
Companies, Maple Lodge Farms, Canadian Tire 
Corporation, Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Gamma-
Dynacare Laboratories, Olymel L.P. Waste 
Management of Canada Corporation,WinnersApparel 
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NAICS Category
Total 

Businesses
Share of 

Total
Total 

Employees
Share of 

Total

31-33 Manufacturing 1063 13.6 37849 26.7
44-45 Retail Trade 1511 19.4 18650 13.2
48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 293 3.8 12115 8.6
41 Wholesale Trade 365 4.7 10803 7.6
91 Public Administration 15 0.2 10072 7.1
51 Information and Cultural Industries 52 0.7 7473 5.3
72 Accommodation and Food Services 605 7.8 6929 4.9
62 Health Care and Social Assistance 686 8.8 6718 4.7
23 Construction 423 5.4 5475 3.9
56 Ad i A d S t W t M t A d R di ti S 348 4 5 4863 3 4

Brampton Economic Base
Employment and Businesses by Place of Work by 

Industry Sectors (NAICS), 2007
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56 Admin And Support, Waste Management And Remediation Ser 348 4.5 4863 3.4
54 Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 667 8.6 4430 3.1
81 Other Services (except Public Administration) 887 11.4 3901 2.8
53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 244 3.1 2803 2
61 Educational Services 185 2.4 2623 1.9
52 Finance and Insurance 281 3.6 2619 1.8
71 Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 113 1.4 2487 1.8
55 Management of Companies and Enterprises 7 0.1 789 0.6
22 Utilities 14 0.2 584 0.4
11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 12 0.2 321 0.2
99 Not Specified 29 0.4 89 0.1
21 Mining and Oil and Gas Extraction 1 0 7 0

Total 7801 100% 141600 100%

Source: City of Brampton Economic Development Office, 2007 Census of Business Establishments

Size of Company Total Businesses Share of Total Total Employees Share of Total
(Employment Groups)

500 and Greater 22 0.30                                  33173 23.4
101-300 187 2.51                                  31808 22.5
1-10 5691 76.35                                21847 15.4
21-50 554 7.43                                  18159 12.8
51-100 235 3.15                                  16611 11.7
11-20 742 9.95                                  10891 7.7
301-500 23 0.31                                  9111 6.4

Brampton Economic Base
Employment and Businesses by Place of Work

Size of Company, 2007
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Source: City of Brampton Economic Development Office, 2007 Census of Business Establishments
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Current Economy
Labour Force, 2008

Labour Force Analysis, December 2008

Variable Toronto, C Toronto CMA 905 Toronto, C Toronto CMA 905 905
Dec-08 Dec-08 Dec-08 Dec-07 Dec-07 Dec-07 07/08

Pop'n 15+ 2,219.1       4,592.2              2,373.1        2,202.0      4,484.9         2,282.9      90.2       
Labour Force 1,455.2       3,135.3              1,680.1        1,443.7      3,076.4         1,632.7      47.4       
Employment 1,348.7       2,924.8              1,576.1        1,339.3      2,890.2         1,550.9      25.2       
Unemployment 106.5          210.5                 104.0           104.4         186.2            81.8          22.2       
Not in Labour Force 763.8          1,456.9              693.1           758.3         1,408.6         650.3         42.8       
Unemployment Rate (%) 7.3% 6.7% 6.2% 7.2% 6.1% 5.0%
Participation Rate (%) 65.6% 68.3% 70.8% 65.6% 68.6% 71.5%
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51.7
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49.4
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Pop'n 15+ Labour Force Employment Unemployment

Dec-08 Dec-07

905 Share of Toronto Region (CMA)
December 2008

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey, December 2008

Labour Force
Brampton Estimates
Dec 2008 (thousands)

Total population 15 years plus 370.06                        
   In the labour force 268.42                        
      Employed 250.71                        
      Unemployed 17.72                          
   Not in the labour force 101.64                        

Current Economy
Housing Construction Indicators
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New Home Buying Brampton GTA
 Mar-08 Mar-09 09/08 Mar-08 Mar-09 09/08

Housing Starts 637                  169              -73% 9,270           6,188           -33%
Housing Completions 1,244               538              -57% 8,724           7,644           -12%
Average Price ($) of Absorbed Single Detached Units 416,523$          467,312$      12% 518,103$      551,805$      7%

Growth in Starts experienced in: 
-Mississauga: 235% (Condo and Semi Housing)
S b h 95% (C d S i d Si l D t h d)-Scarborough: 95% (Condo, Semi and Single Detached)

-Newmarket: 197% (Single and Row Housing)
-Etobicoke 39% (Condo)
-Smaller markets (Mono, Uxbridge, Halton Hills, Whitchurch-Stouffville)

Source: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, Mar 2009

Current Economy
ICI Construction, 2006-2008 (Dec YTD $millions)

$1,481

$1 032

$2,361

$1,750

•ICI Construction activity in 2008 was in line with 2006 levels.
•Residential activity experienced the most significant decline 
of all sectors in 2008
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$159
$104

$163

$1,032

$202 $162
$217

$128 $148 $185

$478

$942

Total Industrial Commercial Institutional Residential

2006 2007 2008

Source: City of Brampton Building Permit Report, Dec 2008

Current Economy
Real Estate Market

Average Unit Values #Trans 2006‐2008 Avg 2006 2007 2008

Office Building (psf) 5 136.59$                  102.78$                   143.00$                   164.00$                 

Retail Land (per acre) 6 965,158.33$         795,519.00$           977,383.00$           1,122,573.00$     

Retail Building (psf) 28 197.48$                  234.50$                   148.95$                   209.00$                 

Industrial Building (psf) 82 85.34$                    88.10$                      72.50$                      95.42$                    

Industrial Land (per acre) 36 440,181.33$         386,545.00$           493,957.00$           440,042.00$         

Average Unit Values by Type, 2006-2008 Brampton
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Source: Marsh Report, 2006-2008, Based on actual transactions with a value of $1 million or more
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Current Economy
Real Estate Market

Total Value of Transactions  Total 2006 2007 2008

Office Building  113,477,751$       99,330,000$           11,188,000$           2,959,751$           

Retail Land  22,238,400$         8,806,400$             11,582,000$           1,850,000$           

Retail Building  145,112,220$       38,074,021$           34,738,260$           72,299,939$         

Industrial Building 644,881,537$       370,878,492$         155,326,303$         118,676,742$       

Industrial Land 196 992 722$ 81 570 746$ 75 473 163$ 39 948 813$

Total Value of Transactions by Type, 2006-2008, Brampton
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Industrial Land  196,992,722$       81,570,746$           75,473,163$           39,948,813$        

Source: Marsh Report, 2006-2008, Based on actual transactions with a value of $1 million or more

Current Economy
Real Estate Market

$21.15

$26.27

$17 27

$32.59

OFFICE Rental Market in Brampton

•The GTA had an office
inventory of 180 million
square feet, and the GTA 
West market 44.2 million
square feet in the 4thQ 2008.

•Brampton’s office inventory 
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$12.84
$15.07

$17.27

Q4 2008 Posted Net Rent (psf) Q4 2008 Posted Gross Rent (psf)

Brampton GTA West GTA

Source: Colliers International, GTA West Office Statistics, 2008

Includes 2.27 million square 
feet of floorspace or 1% 
of the GTA market and 5%
of the GTA West market.

•Brampton’s vacancy rate was
1.6% in the 4thQ 2008, 
compared to 5.0% in the GTA
West market.  

Current Economy
Real Estate Market

$5.99
$5.94

$6.41

INDUSTRIAL Rental Market in Brampton

•The industrial inventory in the GTA
was approximately 800 million square feet in 
the 3rd quarter of 2008.

•The largest concentration, at 295 million sf,
was in the GTA West market.

•Brampton had an inventory of 81 8 million
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$5.94

$5.76

Brampton GTA West GTA North GTA

Brampton had an inventory of 81.8 million
in the 3rd quarter of 2008 representing
over 10% of the GTA inventory and 
just under 30% of the GTA west market.

•In the 905, Brampton has the 2nd

highest concentration of industrial
floorspace in the GTA.  Mississauga is 
first at 156.5 million. 

•The industrial vacancy rate was on the 
order
of 4.7% compared to 4.9% across the GTA.

Source: Colliers International, GTA Industrial Report, 2008

Average Posted Net Rent psf Q3 2008

Current Economy
Municipal Cost Comparison

ICI Real Estate Market

Property Taxes (2008 Sample Averages) Brampton GTA Pop’n
100,000+

Industrial Standard <125,000 sf building (psf) $2.17 $2.26 $2.27
Industrial Large > 125,000 sf building (psf) $1.28 $1.39 $1.44
Office Building (psf) $3.08 $3.25 $3.57
Neighbourhood Shopping Centres (psf) $4.93 $3.74 $4.21
Motels– suite (per room) $1,152 $1,285 $1,504
Hotels-suite (per room) $1,691 $1,700 $2,245
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Hotels suite (per room) $1,691 $1,700 $2,245

Water and Sewer User Costs Brampton Ontario
(Annual Consumption)

Commercial-10,000 m3 $12,554 $19,636
Industrial-30,000 m3 $37,661 $57,023
Industrial-100,000 m3 $125,537 $185,164
Industrial-500,000 m3 $627,685 $912,878
Industrial-1,000,000 m3 $1,255,370 $1,807,159

Development Charges (City; Region; Boards of Education:August 1, 2008-January 31, 2009)

Industrial $109.24 m2 gross floor area
Office $135.65 m2 gross floor area
Retail (non-industrial; non office) $177.45 m2 gross floor area

Sources: BMA Consulting, 2008; City of Brampton, 2009 

Demographic Profile
Selected Variables

23%

 39 

16

8%

23%
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57%

20%
14%
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 34 

Elderly Population: 65
plus

Median Age of the
Population

Children and youth 14
years and under

Lone Parent Families Total Visible Minority
population

2nd Generation Cdns

Brampton Ontario

Source: Statistics Canada Census 2006

Labour Force
Educational Attainment

22%

20%

27%
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20%

30%
23%

17%

No certificate, diploma or degree University certificate, diploma or
degree

High school certificate or equivalent

Brampton Ontario

Source: Statistics Canada Census 2006
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Labour Force 
Composition of Employed Labour Force

86%
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4%

38%
21%

79%

7%

60%

14%

Worked at Home Worked at Place of
Residence

Total LF in Mfg Total LF in Non-Mfg

Brampton Ontario

Source: Statistics Canada Census 2006

City Structure 
19

Central Area

Transit-Supportive Nodes

Employment Precincts

Intensification Corridors

North West Brampton 
Urban Development Area

Unique Communities

Open Space System

Provincial Greenbelt

Communities

City Concept

Source: City of Brampton Planning Design and Development Department, 2007

Municipal Capital Investment

• 2010-2018 forecasts includes a $2.5 billion spending program on municipal 
infrastructure

• The 2009 City of Brampton Capital Budget is $289 million

Major 2009-2010 projects include:

• Cottrelle Blvd (Humberwest to Goreway) - $14 million
• Cottrelle Blvd (McVean Rd – Mid-Concession) - $4.6 million
• Countryside Drive Widening/Reconstruction (Dixie to Bramalea) $8 million
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• Countryside Drive Widening/Reconstruction (Dixie to Bramalea) - $8 million
• McLaughlin Road Widening (Steeles Avenue to South Limit) - $10 million
• Queen Street East Widening (Centre Street to Highway 410) - $10 million
• Wanless Drive Widening (McLaughlin to Chinquacousy Rd) - $8.4 million
• Intermodal Drive Widening - $14.7 million (2010)
• Financial Drive - $13.1 million (2010)
• McVean Drive - $7.5 million (2010)
• Library (Northeast Brampton)- $15 million
• Alder Lea - $8 million
• Chinquacousy Road and Queen Park Development - $14.9 million
• Downtown Beautification Improvements - $5.0 million
• AcceleRide - $54 million 
• Fire Station 212 - $944,000
• Century Gardens Outdoor - $2.2 million

Source: City of Brampton, 2008

Economic Development Opportunities
21

Industry Present 2011

Manufacturing 545,900          573,600          
Trade 431,400          474,700          
Professional, Technical Services 277,200          356,100          
F.I.R.E. 254,700          278,500          
Health Care 217,300          261,200          
Educational Services 159,900          166,700          
Accommodation and Food 157,900          184,300          
Information, Culture, Recreation 154,000          193,400          
Construction 151,500          165,400          
Transportation and Warehousing 143,800          163,600          
Mgt, Admin Servcies 136,600          177,400          
Other Services 107,900          132,100          
Public Administration 85,600            93,800            
Utilities 22,000            23,100            
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing 7,300              8,500              

2011/Present
(%)

5.1%
10.0%
28.5%
9.3%

20.2%
4.3%

16.7%
25.6%
9.2%

13.8%
29.9%
22.4%
9.6%
5.0%

16.4%

Employment Forecast in the GTA

Key Sectors of Opportunity in Brampton include:

• Expansion of Financial and Business Services

• Expansion of Life Sciences Industries 

(Pharmaceutical, Medical Devices, Bio-Technology)

• Expansion of Aerospace, Aviation and ICT Industries

• Expansion of Retail Trade Supply Chain (HQ; 
Mfg/Production; Sales/Distribution; Stores) 

• Expansion of Arts, Culture, Leisure and Hospitality 
Industries (Film, TV, Video, New Media, Accommodation)

Mining 3,700              3,500              
Total 2,856,700        3,257,911        

Growth 401,211          
14.0%

-5.4%
14.0%

Source: Centre for Spatial Analysis

Brampton’s Strengths
• Next Door to Canada’s Largest International Airport – Direct access to NAFTA market.  

Convenient access to direct connections with  major US and international cities. 

• Located in the Greater Toronto Area:  World class educational attainment and facilities. Leader in 
innovation.  Economic engine of Canada. Generates a fifth of Canada’s GDP. Home to 40% of 
Canada’s business HQ’s. A highly integrated telecommunications network. 

• Ground Transportation System, including new $300 million Bus Rapid Transit Service on 
Brampton’s Central Business Corridors; “AcceleRide” is scheduled for a 2010 launch.   400 Series 
Highways in close proximity; USA border points - 90 miles to New York State and 235 miles to 
Michigan.

• Room to Expand Within the GTA Marketplace – over 3,000 acres of Industrial and Office 
Campus opportunity.  Six kilometres of redevelopment opportunities (supported by development 
incentives) in the City’s central business district (Queen Street Corridor)

• Economic Base is Diverse (SME and Sectors). 95% of all companies in Brampton have less
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Economic Base is Diverse (SME and Sectors).  95% of all companies in Brampton have less 
than 50 employees.   The current market value of the industrial-commercial assessment base in 
Brampton was over $10.6 billion in 2008.  

• Major Companies Have Already Chosen Brampton (HBC; Medtronics; Loblaw; LG, Rogers 
Communication; Whirlpool; Technicolour; Entertainment One; GE Polyformers; Nestle; Nabisco; 
Kellogs; Smuckers; Uline; Coca Cola Bottling; Clorox; Hostess-Frito Lay; Jaguar)

• Committed to Modern Physical Infrastructure: telecommunication, water/wastewater, electricity, 
and transportation corridors (Brampton has a $2.5 billion 10 year capital expansion program)

• Young, Multicultural and Growing Labour Force (6.6% population growth per year between 
2001 and 2006). Home to Sheridan Centre of Advanced Manufacturing and Design Technology and 
the Davis Campus of the Sheridan ITAL 

• Low Risk and Predictable Cost Environment - A diverse economy and property base has 
created a stable and predictable cost environment during economic cycles. Standard & Poors AAA 
Rating; Debt Free municipality.

• Government Support: All levels of government offer financial programs

Summary

• Overall, Canada is in better shape than the USA
• For example, office leasing market vacancy rates are ½ of the USA
• Small and medium sized companies seem to be coping as they are able to 

access capital under $50 million
• Pent up demand for big ticket purchases is virtually spent 

(homes and cars)
• While new single detached home construction has fallen in 2008, ICI and 

apartment/row construction performed at 2006 levels in 2008
• Lower home price corrections were not realized in the 2008 data 
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• Ontario and GTA experiencing rising unemployment, but key economic 
indicators are relatively stable such as inflation, interest rates and 
consumer spending.

• Auto manufacturing has been hit very hard and is in the midst of an epic 
change.  

• Economic diversity is Brampton’s strength.  
• The major challenge remains the impact of the transforming manufacturing 

sector on the labour market and the industrial, office and retail markets.    
• GTA and Brampton are well positioned to manage contraction and 

eventually expansion of markets and the economy
• First quarter 2009 data will paint a clearer picture of the economy
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Thank you!

Jeffrey Baines

Manager,

Business Information & Policy 

Brampton Economic Development Office

33 Queen Street West, Main Floor

Brampton, ON

Canada L6Y 1L9
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T: 905-874-2660

F: 905-874-2670

jeff.baines@brampton.ca

ABOUT THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BRAMPTON: The City of Brampton is a municipal government operating a 
$650 million annual budget with approximately 5000 full-time and part-time employees. Brampton is situated in the western 
greater Toronto area (GTA) immediately north of Lester B. Pearson International Airport. Brampton has a population of 
452,000 (2008) and is home to major multi-national corporations including, Rogers Communications, Loblaw Companies, 
Coca-Cola Bottling, Bacardi Canada, Nestles, Nabisco, Chrysler, Nissan, Ford, and Jaguar.  Brampton's population speaks 
over 60 languages and is very active in a wide range of recreation, community and sports activities.


